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Sept. 26: Interior Ministry spokesperson Frank Cesar reported that 18 armed men attacked
police and soldiers near San Sabastian de Yali, Jinotega department. Cesar said that it was not
clear whether the assailants pertained to recontra groups. Next, Cesar said a suspected recontra
was killed and one police officer was wounded in another clash in Sauce, Leon department. In
statements to reporters, Israel Galeano (Franklin) denied that he plans to resume the "armed
struggle." Sept. 27: Interior Ministry spokespersons reported that a former contra leader and two
civilians were injured in a "recompa" attack in Yali, Jinotega department. Sept. 28: During a recontra
attack on an agricultural cooperative near Puerto Esperanza, Zelaya department, a co-op member
and two recontras were killed. In addition, six co-op members were wounded. Sept. 30: Radio
La Primerisima reported that a group of recontras attacked the town of Venecia, Jinotega with
machinegun and mortar fire. The recontras robbed homes and businesses. A group of 30 recontras
killed the driver of a bus and then stole the vehicle near San Juan de Limay, Esteli. ACAN-EFE
cited unidentified independent sources as saying that a group of about 30 recontras destroyed
a radio transmitter in Quilali, Nueva Segovia department. Oct. 1: In El Sauce, Leon department,
police at a roadblock stopped a vehicle pertaining to the Organization of American States (OAS)sponsored International Support and Verification Commission (CIAV) which was transporting
three wounded recontras to a Managua hospital. After an altercation with the driver of the vehicle,
a CIAV representative, police arrested the recontras. [The CIAV mission was sent to Nicaragua by
the OAS to oversee the reintegration into civilian life of 22,000 demobilized contras.] Oct. 4: Army
spokesperson Lt.Col. Ricardo Wheelock reported one recontra dead and one civilian wounded when
15 recontras attacked an army post near Pantasma, Jinotega. Local radio reports indicated that 20
recontras wounded two civilians during an attack on an agricultural cooperative north of Jinotega,
capital of Jinotega department. The recontras reportedly abducted one cooperative member and
searched the grounds for weapons. In a separate incident, 20 recontras attacked an agricultural
cooperative outside near Matagalpa, Matagalpa department. A co-op member and a recontra were
killed. Oct. 5: Recontras released 34 members of the Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) and National
Police, following intervention by the CIAV. The soldiers and police officers were overpowered by
an estimated 80 recontras near El Ayote, Chontales department (130 km. east of Managua), and
held for 17 hours. The recontras led by "Rojito," "Matizon," "Domador," "Bravo 70," "Comandante
31" and "Nelson" demanded the withdrawal of soldiers and police from Nueva Guinea, Zelaya
department, and four communities in Chontales department (Santo Domingo, La Libertad, San
Pedro de Lovago, and La Gateada). Oct. 7: Costa Rican Public Security Minister Luis Fishman
reported that on Oct. 5, a recontra band abducted four Costa Rican Civil Guard members in the Rio
San Juan border area. Fishman said the four were released unharmed the following day. Marvin
Castro, political chief for the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) in Jinotega department,
met with leaders of the recontras' principal military front. Both sides agreed on the need to avoid
further bloodshed. Military sources reported that recontras ambushed an army jeep near Los
Letreros, Jinotega department. During the 30-minute gunfire exchange, two recontras and one
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 064637
ISSN: 1089-1560

soldier were killed, and several persons on both sides were wounded. Oct. 8: The Interior Ministry
released a communique indicating that the police officers implicated in the Oct. 1 incident involving
the CIAV official in El Sauce will be prosecuted for violating diplomatic immunity. The communique
also criticized the officers' for infringing on the rights of recontras to "humanitarian treatment"
as individuals wounded in combat. National Police chief Rene Vivas said that in addition to the
wounded recontras, the vehicle was also carrying a dangerous common criminal. Military sources
reported that soldiers recovered about 10,000 weapons from civilians in Managua over the past five
days. The government's nationwide disarmament campaign aims at recovering an estimated 100,000
weapons held by civilians. Army headquarters announced the installation of several new military
posts in northern Nicaragua, the site of numerous clashes between recontras and recompas in recent
weeks. Oct. 9: Army spokesperson Lt. Col. Ricardo Wheelock told reporters that President Violeta
Chamorro, in her capacity as supreme commander of the armed forces, had ordered the army to
launch an operation aimed at reestablishing order in El Ayote, where recontras kidnapped and
disarmed a group of soldiers on Oct. 4. Wheelock said that helicopters and possibly artillery would
be used in the operation, the first offensive action undertaken by the army since Chamorro was
installed 18 months ago. Military sources told ACAN-EFE that three army units were transported by
helicopter to the Valle del Cua, Jinotega department, to mount a pursuit operation against a group
of 30 recontras suspected of carrying out an ambush against an army jeep on Oct. 7. (Basic data from
EFE, 10/08/91; AFP, 09/26/91, 09/27/91, 10/08/91, 10/09/91; ACAN-EFE, 09/26/91, 09/30/91, 10/04/91,
10/07-09/91; Notimex, 10/10/91)
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